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Message from the
Rabbi

Dear Friends,

This week we enter the month of Elul, the month leading up to the
High Holidays. It is a time to take stock of the past year, with all its
ups and downs, and to look towards a brighter future.

The word Elul is an acronym for the phrase from Song of Songs:
Ani ledodi vedodi li I am for my beloved and my beloved is for me.
This is a reference to the two-way relationship between G-d and
the Jewish people. This relationship always exists, but it is on full
display during the month of Elul, and we should use this time to
take utmost advantage of it.

Shabbat Shalom,

Rabbi Wilansky

The High Holidays
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Our High Holidays site is up! Click here to see the schedule of
services and learn all about the High Holidays.

NEW!! Hebrew School
of the Arts
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Join us this coming school year for the all-new Hebrew School of
the Arts! For more information and to register, email

hindy@chabadofmaine.com.

The Challah Circle is
Back!
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Mmm... Apple & Spice Challah, just in time for Rosh Hashana!
RSVP today: hindy@chabadofmaine.com

Torah Studies

Join Rabbi Levi for an enriching class on the weekly Torah portion.

Tuesday, August 17, at 9:30 am

chabadofmaine.com/zoom
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Service Times

Thursday 
7:00 am

Friday night 
8:00 pm

Shabbat day 
10:30 am

Kiddush and refreshments 
12:30 pm

Donate

Join in and become a partner in the work we do!

Help us continue our work

This Week @
www.ChabadofMaine.c
om

BY THE NUMBERS

14 Fascinating Facts About Prague's
Altneuschul
Learn about one of the oldest functioning
synagogues in the world.
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More...
YOUR QUESTIONS

Rabbi, Is There a Blessing for the Czar?
More...

VIDEO

Blessed Rebuke 
Elul is a month of reflection, introspection, and
repentance. Some in the rabbinate, in their desire
to lead their fellow Jews to improve during this
auspicious time, tend to focus on the negative.

More...
PARSHAH

Is Your Body Yours? 
The ancient Greeks were fascinated with the
human body, glorifying it and marveling at its
finesse and power.

More...

Parshah in a Nutshell

Parshat Shoftim

Moses instructs the people of Israel to appoint judges and law
enforcement officers in every city. Justice, justice shall you pursue,
he commands them, and you must administer it without corruption
or favoritism. Crimes must be meticulously investigated and
evidence thoroughly examineda minimum of two credible
witnesses is required for conviction and punishment.

In every generation, says Moses, there will be those entrusted
with the task of interpreting and applying the laws of the Torah.
According to the law that they will teach you, and the judgment
they will instruct you, you shall do; you shall not turn away from
the thing that they say to you, to the right nor to the left.

Shoftim also includes the prohibitions against idolatry and
sorcery; laws governing the appointment and behavior of a king;
and guidelines for the creation of cities of refuge for the
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inadvertent murderer. Also set forth are many of the rules of war:
the exemption from battle for one who has just built a home,
planted a vineyard, married, or is afraid and soft-hearted; the
requirement to offer terms of peace before attacking a city; and
the prohibition against wanton destruction of something of value,
exemplified by the law that forbids to cut down a fruit tree when
laying siege (in this context the Torah makes the famous
statement, For man is a tree of the field).

The Parshah concludes with the law of the eglah arufahthe
special procedure to be followed when a person is killed by an
unknown murderer and his body is found in a fieldwhich
underscores the responsibility of the community and its leaders
not only for what they do, but also for what they might have
prevented from being done.

Chabad World News
HOLIDAY WATCH

Amid Covid Uncertainty, High Holiday
Prayer Books Again in High Demand

More

NORTH AMERICA

First-Ever Mikvah in McAllen, Texas,
Dedicated to Local IDF Hero

More

HOLIDAY WATCH

For Practitioners of This Ancient and Holy
Art, It's the Busiest Month of the Year

More

EUROPE

Chabad Emissary Shterna Wolff Named
Person of the Week in Germany

More
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This email is sent from Chabad of Maine. We'd love to stay in touch with you, but if you wish to be
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